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At the age of sixteen he had a sharp attack of pleurisy,
and was in danger for three or four days, his life being
saved by his mother and one of the physicians who
prevented the murderous resort to bleeding which the
others wanted to practise on him. The early disap-
pointment in love for Adele Domecq brought on a state
of depression which ended in the alarming haemorrhage
from the lungs at Oxford at the age of twenty-one.
His University career was suddenly broken; we are
told that" for nearly two years he was dragged about
from place to place, and from doctor to doctor, in
search of health." When abroad he had a series of
fevers in Italy and in the Alps. Immediately on his
marriage (10th April 1848) he was seized with another
attack on the lungs; and having a relapse, he remained
an invalid iintil August. The following year, in
Switzerland, he was attacked with a quinsy, which
caused his parents acute anxiety. When, at the age of
forty, he broke off his art studies to devote himself to
social problems, a melancholy brooding over the evils
of the times took possession of him and never left him
again.

Henceforth he lived much alone, or in silent medi-
tation, for a period of many years. In 1862 he wrote
from Switzerland: " The loneliness is very great." " I
am still very unwell, and tormented between th& long-
ing for rest and lovely life and the sense of this ter-
rific call of human crime for resistance and of human
misery for help." " It seems to me as the voice of a
river of blood which can but sweep me down in the
midst of its black clots, helpless." Then came the
death of his father, some years later that of his mother,
and the break up of Ms old home. The years 1870 and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et of
